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was more particular, aimed all his shafts at the nose, quite contrary to the practice of his elder.brothers, who had made a human heart their butt in all countries and ages. To break him of this roguish trick, his parents put him to school to Mercury, who did all he could to hinder him from demolishing the noses of mankind ; but in spite of education the boy continued very unlucky; and though his malice was a little softened by good instructions, he would very frequently let fly an envenomed arrow, and wound his votaries oftener in the nose than in the heart. Thus far the fable.
I need not tell my learned reader that Correggio has drawn a Cupid taking his lesson from Mercury, conformable to this poem ; nor that the poem itself was designed as a burlesque upon Fracastorius.1
It was a little after this fatal siege of Naples that Talicotius 2 began to practise in a town of Germany. He was the first clap doctor that I meet with in history, and
1  Hieronymus  Fracastorius, physician and poet, and much commended for his elegance as a Latin writer, was born at Verona in 1483, and died in that neighbourhood, of an apoplexy, in  1553, at the age of seventy-one.    He was a man of a blameless life and engaging manners, which so endeared him to his friends and his countrymen, that they erected a statue   to his memory six years after his death.    His " Syphilis," the book here alluded to, was printed with his  other works in  two volumes, at Padua, in   1735.    There  is a separate edition of his poetical works, printed at the same place in 1718.    Fracastorius was born, it is said, with his lips so grown together, that it was necessary to call in the assistance of a surgeon to separate them.
2  Gaspar Taliacotius (1546-1599) was a professor of physic and surgery at   Bologna.      In   his " DC  Curtorum   Chirurgia   per  Insi-tionem " he  taught the art  of grafting noses,  lips,  and ears, with the proper instruments and bandages.    The  only matter which he used and recommends for the reparation of maimed noses, &c., is skin,
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